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ami arwd Mark Becler dide’ want a house
that would impress thelr fresds ar even
show off Mark's formidable skills as a
bulbder ancl designer. For their Northern
Califormis  home Ihﬂ. '\,imp'l\- ’.I_'l||“h| i
place full of sunshine and happiress
whsere they and their four kids could feel
at ease In every room. And most af all, they
craved “old-fachioned Grandema warmah,”
Tami says. “Then people would [eel
Instantly ar hose when they walked in”

She and Mark, ocweer of 8 San Francisen

design/biiild frm, bought the Craftsman-
siyle house skx years ago when Tamil was
pregnant with their third child, Despite
the 1915 structure’s age, It didn't have
much character ar frbendly appeal. Every
oarce of cherm had ben emoved |16 oa
botched 15508 remocel.

“There was nothing redecming aboat
the house an the inside, and Hole worth
sdving on the outside,™ Mark remembers.
“lr hail small metal windows and fiber-
glass siding. The kicchen counteriops wene
pink laminate. The layoat was awiul,

Pasr Mk saw rl.un|l|.1|_ “Ix worked welt
on the let, and | knew | eowld make i gres
without changing the footprint,” he says

Tawwd v i ey D byt ool [dadmenir]. S chhaimiar
i Dhateh door lor her back entrance because of e
r!hﬂh'-'l;- L greei. I ersher oy i ther bitsher with
Bl {right), the: Beschoers el upesey casbuneti hor
weill ol whindderwn, Batbanr i e expecied il for fhe
range backielah Mark vied vanbens vieel viarmped
with a dhamond pattern Marroe shites on the end
o ihe mland haodd Tarmiy sward wirning jams
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Mot alterieg the foorpring was Important because the meighbor
hisadds |t are small {this one Is abowt Vi af an acre) and the Beckers
didn't want te go through the hassle of obtatning & varapee. They abso
felt that with proper planning, the 4,500-square-foes: home could easily
sceommodate their lamily, which inclodes foar young chibdren. The
Bouse's ather axset was B8 locition [t sits on o hill overbaoking a quice
park with views of the ooy,

[n fscx, the coiiple hadn't planned on dalng such a major renovation
at all. Bur—as frequently happens i old houses—with csch layer they
prilled back, they discovered unpleasane sarprises that needed Fxing,
Mark finally decided 1o just gut the house.

Alter interior walls were remowed, Mark and Tami were free
reconfigure the house to get exactly what they wanted=in particular,
sunshine. “We redesigied to talke advantage of the house's wouthern
exposisne, and the view of the park snd the backyard,” Mark says

S'Lr\ll.rh'mﬂ it e by oo
[Refthvia 3 neew rnad pereh (righl)
thal iepalacam] a 195y -pra dan
f"-'r.\-.ﬂlhr el arvw P cenler
o e b and scrosu eoen
el i bl beon gawn the hoge
wemmetry and preseee. Duing
e ienevalen, the Backary
dnrreered that i in where the
ey had beanin 15 The
Becken snanially fapcnd the
Honr pllam (abacww ), beagong the

kit b 2ves 10 P womthern ude
o the howe




R that the family sses mose are now locared on che sunny side
al the hoas:. The kischen got the best, and oil, 5cat in the
bouse. Because Tami loves to cook, and her ¢ likes o be niear

when she does, the mam it a spacious [4eIT feer. The kicchen and
ng [amily mom cevupy one end al
collection of smaller rocms, Bringing Right
critlcal 1o them thar Mark snd Tami gave up
sows. “We wantod lghe and 10

the howse, replacin
Inres thix rosm was so

g a

ipper cabiness for a

ook our o the park. '
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Falher eat on paper plaes chan ke away cha v

The dining room alsa gob s
raoms are seld hest (rends
I
“¥ve put in French dooes thar open
porch as well 24 onto the patto, On niee dayvs we open all the doors
This moom is =n Integral part of oug |_|._'\.|'!.'||:'_ .

In addition o Infusing the house with lght, the Beckers were
determined ro bring back the bome's ariginal charscter and give is
that grandma warmth Tami wanted. On the exterior, they replaced
the fikerglass wall shinghes with staiped cedar shakes and pot im oees
sized, divided-light windows

O the inside, they also were guided by whar mighe heve been. Fra
appropriate ook Aoors run the lengeh of the downstalrs, Mark had

ally for every sspect of emiemalnlng =
1o the covered errry
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An giternoce progect Lo Mok sl the Lads losk onalle of il
wrwem, il weharl wns 0 be s smple playkouse becare amne
et of e big hasna, complete with shingles and 1rim
Ladnrr ) bruade, fle 2k i o b bk bne Seepovery,
g vl ety Fﬂ'ﬂr‘-d & I.nrh'lrrﬂh'hlvlzr T kaks
checormied the wally with S a0t {lop)
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them rifi-sawn to get a vighter grain 2nd o mone linear
pattern. Every moom was lavished with handsome
worodwork. Mark advises that the secret to making a
hetise look as if 1% always been there is with the
derails. “We wanted it to appear as if it had never
been renovaned

As warm and child-friendly s the hause B, the
Becker children's favorite space s in the backyased, s
an enchanting loft-style playbouse desigred by Mark
o resemibile the main house. Sheltered by walls that
they're allowed 1o cover with thelr own artwark, the
Becker kids pass many of their playtime hours in this
alinast megical kideous

Although much larger, the main house has the same
gpdrit s& the playhouse—bath are sanctuaries where
everyane wha walks In Fecls like one of the amily. &
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